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12.	 These data came from a sample of college 
students who attend college at least 100 
miles away from their parents. They were 
asked how many times they called their 
parents in a typical month. The mean, the 
median, and the mode were 4.34, 4, and 4, 
respectively. Which measure of central 
tendency should be used, and why?

a.	 The mean because the data are interval/
ratio and the distribution is not very 
skewed.

b.	 The mode because the data are discrete.

c.	 The median because the data are 
ordinal.

d.	 All measures of central tendency are 
equally appropriate for these data.
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13.	 These data came from people attending a stock 
car race in Indiana. They were asked how many 
speeding tickets they had received in the 
previous 2 years. The mean, the median, and 
the mode were 1.45, 1, and 0, respectively. 
Which measure of central tendency should be 
used, and why?

a.	 The median because the data are ordinal.

b.	 The mean because the data are interval/
ratio.

c.	 The median because the data are interval/
ratio but skewed.

380

390

400

410

420

430

440

450

460

470

Agree Disagree

F
re

q
u

en
cy

14.	 These data came from clinical psychologists 
who were attending a professional conference. 
They responded to the question, “Do you agree 
that patients’ memories of past events are 
improved by hypnosis?” What is the best 
measure of central tendency for these data, and 
why?

a.	 The mode because the data are ordinal.

b.	 The median because the data are skewed.

c.	 The mode because the data are nominal.


